Owens to travel around the world in single engine aircraft
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Aviator Lee Owens is attempting to make history by becoming the first African American to fly around the world, solo, in a single engine aircraft. Owens will make this voyage in honor of the Tuskegee Airmen. 


Owens will fly a P51-D Mustang, which was one of the aircrafts used by the Tuskegee Airmen to fly combat missions during WWII. 


Owens is working hard to make sure that everybody remembers the Tuskegee Airmen.


“They are the Martin Luther King and Jackie Robinson of their time,” Owens says. “They paid the price. They showed that they could do it as well, and better, than the white pilots.” 


Many facts about the Tuskegee Airmen have been forgotten. As a group the Tuskegee Airmen had the highest scores on the entrance exams. They also never lost a single bomber on a mission. According to Owens, a typical mission would have anywhere from 50 to 300 bombers, and about a third of them would be lost. So it is unique that the Tuskegee Airmen never lost a single bomber when the loss rate was so high for the white pilots. 


Owens does not want the memories of these great pilots to be lost.


“Kids know who 50 Cent or Nelly is, but they do not know much about these great men,” Owens said. “These men are outstanding humanitarians.” 


Owens is raising money for his flight through his non-profit organization, the Lee Owens Foundation. The financial budget for the flight is about $750,000. So far his foundation has raised nearly $400,000. 


“If 15,000 people donated only $50, we would have enough for this mission,” Owens says. “That’s just a dinner for two.”


Owens stresses that it is very important to have the proper funding so that the mission can be done properly, and so these great men will always be remembered.


Owens says that a portion of the money will be used for scholarships to send students to school. He says that he would like to give out money to students who want to become aviators, but he is open to giving scholarships to anybody that meets the criteria, even if they do not wish to go into aviation. 


Owens believes that this mission will inspire children to strive for their goals.


“Not every child can be a rapper, football player, or a basketball player,” Owens says. “Being an aviator does not require a person to run a 4.3-second forty-yard dash time. Anybody who is dedicated can do it.”


Owens says that it is not just about inspiring children to become aviators, but to inspire them to pursue whatever their dreams are. 


“It is to show youth that they can do anything if they desire to do it,” Owens says. 


The route will start in Phoenix, and then will make stops in Tuskegee and New York State before the toughest stretch on the route, over the Atlantic Ocean. That will be about 2,200 miles over open water, and take between 17 to 21 hours. 


Owens will land in Paris, and then fly to Sigonella AB, Sicily. At that location the Tuskegee Airmen shot down their first enemy planes. Owens will drop 12 roses for the 12 planes that the airmen shot down. Owens will then travel the same route that the airmen traveled while escorting bombers to Berlin, Germany. 


From there Owens will fly through parts of Russia, which will be tough because there are not many places to refuel. He will then end up in Alaska, and have stops in Seattle, Reno, Long Beach, and then his trip will end in Phoenix, where it began. 


The trip will take between 16 and 20 days. Owens does stress that there could be some dangers. The plane will not have any icing equipment. Since it is a single engine airplane, if the engine goes out he will have to make an emergency landing. That will be a major concern over the Atlantic Ocean and over large mountain ranges. But Owens is extremely confident, and he notes that the trip has been done 110 times before, so he can do it.


Owens said that he will be well received at each layover. He will be flying into friendly areas, and will hold a press conference at each location. Each layover will be long enough for 

him to get some sleep.


“I’m not trying to lollygag; I’m there to eat, sleep, and get out of there.”
Donations can be made by contacting Owens at (623) 206-6248, Archie Welch, the Director of Fundraising, at (602) 268-8422, or at www.LeeOwensFoundation.org. 

